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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of: 

TENNIS RACQUET EQUIPPED ) Art Unit: 3711 

WITH A TENNIS BALL RETRIEVER ) 

) Serial No.: 09/655,743 
Alice H. Howe ) 

) Docket No.: MPH 99-46 
Filed: 09/06/00 ) 

— ) 
o 

INFORMATION DISCLOSU RE STATEMENT (IDS) § k S 

o ^ Li' 
-j- 7- o 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 5> <^> Q] 

Washington, D.C. 20231 '"~ ^ ^ 

Sir: § 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted in accordance with 37 
C.F.R. 1 .97, 1 .98, and it is requested that the information set forth in this statement and in 
the listed documents be considered during the pendency of the above-identified 
application, and any other application relying on the filing date of the above-identified 
application or cross-referencing it as a related application. 

1. This IDS should be considered, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97, 

as it is filed: 

Check one of the boxes A-D 

[ ] A. within three months of the filing date of the 
above-identified national application or within three months of the entry into the national 
stage of the above-identified international application. 

[X] B. before the mailing date of a first office action on the merits. 

[ ] C. after (A) and (B) above, but before final rejection or 
allowance, and Applicants have made the necessary certification (box "i" below or paid 
the necessary fee (box "ii" below). 

Check one of the boxes "i" and "ii" below: 

[ ] i. Counsel certifies that, upon information and belief, each 
item of information listed herein was either (a) cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the 




f , f , hk ids or (b) was not cited in a commun.catton 
filing of this IDb ot m rt forelgn 

from a foretgn paten °^™* l0 any ^vidual designated 

IDS. 

Ptease charge the fee se, forth in 1.17 (p), P^ently 
Sieved to be $200, to Deposit Account ■ 

issue fee. Applicant petition, .under 37 C™^J > d , 0 be $130 , to Deposit 

of this IDS or (H) was not cited m a «u .^.^ designated m 

counterpart foreign application and was not ^ 
1 56(c) more than three months prior to the tiling 

■ a T7 r F R 1 98 this IDS includes a list of all 
2 In accordance with 37 C.F.R. l »*• . ff elther 

attached, except as explained below. 
(ch e ckb oxesAand/orBa„df,liinblanks,i f »Ppropria.e.) 

are deemed 

[ ] A. Documents _ — — ^ in accor dance 

the Office in the following prior application^), 

120- , Filing Date 

l/U - Serial Number ruu & 

* toKiiitv search was conducted upon 
n C No preliminary patentability searcnwd 

thei „ V e„,iondLUdandclai m e d inthisapp.icatio„. 

App ,ieants *** these ^^Z^*^™**?" 

PTO-1449S from the files of the P™ a »" c de of record in accordance wtth 



application. 



are not in English 

[■ 1 3. Documents, 



anguage. In accordance with 1.98(c), Applicants state: 



language applications, ate enclosed. 

Sent Office (see reply to Comment 68 >n the 

^^^^olhTfinalruteinSOGnatlO). 



1135OG13at20). 

■A n r F R 1 97(g) and (h), the filing of this IDS 
sh ou,dnotbe construed as ! e X pate^ bi1 ^ •» defiMd uT 

different. 

Respectfully submitted, 



j^^MU^J^ 

M. Paul Hendrickson 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 24,523 



403 Main Street 
Post Office Box 508 
Holmen,WI 54636-0508 



(608) 526-4422 
(608) 526-2711 (fax) 



